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Our Goal 

Work with partners to create a 
“Wisconsin Network Superhighway” 
that positions Wisconsin to excel in 

a global economy 

Technology Timeline 

1970s 
Mainframes 

1980s 
Minicomputers 

Mid 1990s 
PCs 

2009 
The Cloud 

Mid 2000s 
The Network 

2010 
? 
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2 Gb/s 

12 Gb/s 

10 Gb/s 

8 Gb/s 

6 Gb/s 

4 Gb/s 

 2003      2004        2005       2006        2007       2008        2009         

 2003       2004        2005       2006       2007        2008       2009          

$12M 

$10M 

$8M 

$6M 

$4M 

$2M 
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“Although UW-Madison professors 
Wesley Smith and David Schwartz 
operate in completely different scientific 
spheres - one seeking to explore the 
fundamental properties of matter and the 
other trying to wrest free the secrets of 
the human genome - both have the same 
dilemma: They are awash in a sea of 
data.” 

Awash in Data 

UW-Madison physics 
researchers frequently 
acquire enormous 
datasets from the 
Hadron Collider project 
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Work and 
study 

anywhere/ 
anytime 

Each state’s core network is 
becoming basic infrastructure, 

just like its highways 



5/27/09 

8 



5/27/09 

9 



5/27/09 

10 

The Northern Tier Network Consortium 

BOREAS 

and 

CORE-W 
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Our Goal 

Work with partners to create a 
“Wisconsin Network Superhighway” 
that positions Wisconsin to excel in 

a global economy 

Can we think differently? 


